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The drive to net access for all

A series of partnerships are leading the way in getting people from
all over Scotland connected, discovers Anthony Harrington
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The second rovnd of fund-
iz Juis just been announced
andatatalaf 100 organisi
toms in the UK were awarded
funding. These organisations
willlead Development Mart-
nerships [DP) with specific,
approved projects all simed at
testing and encouraging new
ways ol promoting employa-
bility, entrepreneurship,
adaptabiling and squal oppar-
tumities. lncall, TT DPsin Scot-
land received funding

Ledgh Bemdge, manager of
the Work-Life Adaprability
Develop nership,
anddirector of projects at
Adam Smith College, one of
the participating bodies,
explains that a unegue feature
of Equalis that organisitions
can't apply for fundingras sole
cntities. Funding isonly
granted o partnerships so
applicants have o form joint
amingementsand specify how
their jointworking brings
mngnew to the party.
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Events such as this one in Raplech, above, are putting the

wheels In motion to introduce communities to the internet

Equal are substantial. The
Work-Lite Partnership hasa
prugect worth £4 millican i e
current funding round, for
example, with-matching fund-
Ing coming trom other bod-
s

“When we first applied for
Equal funds, we had limited
experience of the programme.
I'was heael of extermnal fundiog
atlencothes College (now
merged wirh Fife Collegeto
[ogm the new Adam SmithCal-
lege! nevel it seemied toame that
this new European fund was
worthinvestgating,” she sy

The first devielopment pars-
nership brought together
Glenrathes College, Glasgow
Catedonian University, Dum-
Irievand Galloway College,
Scottish Enterprise Lanark-
shire, Stirling Council and
South Eanarkshire Council,
GreaterPollock Development
Agenoy, WEA, Strathchyde lIni-
versiy and the Scateish Execu-
trve, plus Scottish Eng
and Seotrsh Enterprise High:
lands and lslands

k2 f meetings and people
sradually worked onthow we
could all work to
developmer

shieexplakis.

torbeat. |1 all, the partpership
Feceived hrst-ronind funding
for five imitiatives: In one ol
these, Glasguw Caledonian
Llnin v ook thelead in set-
timyup a Community of Prac-
Hee in'care- hotmes adroes Scot-
land to enable staffin the
hames 1o participate, ¥ii e-
matland iheinternet, in
upskilling. "For the fiest tine,
staff Found they could havea
realvoioe,” Berricge says,

Ansther projectwasthe
broadband-enabled bus
Called theMobike Learmiog Ini
MIOLI, the by demon-
ed the benelitynf broad-
band and high-speed web
acress o some 4 ks mall 1o
medivm-sized enterprives
acroes Sootland
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where demand was strongest
Snitretuparegistes for eich
exchange and set mininmm
targets ofsubscribersin
wirniled to [save pre-commit o
taking broadband, befioie 1

vuld broadband initialie
renchange The “ihgger”
comeept hasnow been
dropped and BTisenablingall
pemszhle exchanges

'We can leverage the strengths of several
organisations to create a way of reaching
deprived or isolated communities'

"It was really a rreat inibis-
trve thar enabled usto demon
strate the benefies nfbroad:
Band up aitd down the conn-
Ty We generated a tremen-
iy wmaonnt of impetusamnd
helped T tomeach the friguer
paing on @ number of AT
exchanges,” Berricy lains

In the ety days o v l-
el ol ADSL across Scotland BT
wanted Eo FOrms apn areias

Thesecond partnership,
termed for the second neund
of funding, runs ander the
banner “Building Smarter
Commuonities”, [faimsto
develnp a more incl e 5
tishworkplace, one resu
whitch will be to allow sm
medinm-stzed enterpn
[AMEs | Io operatemarec
competitively.

The projects covet the fol

lowing arcas: the wis ol tech-
mology v encoierige business
;_lll.l'.lIJ'.1r|'r'.| e disadvan-
taged areas; cducating
employers abowt thi work-lie
balanee ethos; eogagring with
thi long-term unemployed
and those wha fod it difficult
towark due to the rural nature
el their circumstance
through disability, age
ture and gender; and looking
at intbcpated skills shomages
tnihecontext of the demo-
Eraphic tinse-bamis
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whio can show prople how
their businesses could benefi
from broadband connectiv
ty,” Berrdpe says.

Oneof thie mind-MOL will
heinthe Hig
Islands, while
be inFifle, Ra
Craggmillarin Edinbangd

AccordingioBermidge, there
will benitiatives addressing
the aged. thost i rural com
munities oyl the lope-term
unemployed “Em POMETITHENG
is one of the kicy themes o all
ourwork. We now have good
Honships across the Devel-
ent Parimership-with all
artcipating bodies: Plis,
we have been helped by the
flexibiltty of ths funding
meclianesme”
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